
 

LASER TATTOO REMOVAL FAQ’S 

How does it work?  
I use a Q-switched laser that emits a high-powered short pulse of light that is preferentially absorbed into certain 
colours of ink. The light enters the skin at a high speed (billionths of a second), it produces a ‘shock wave’ effect and 
breaks up the ink particles into smaller pieces, the body then recognises these particles as something that shouldn’t be 
there and attacks it. The particles are then removed naturally via the body’s own elimination system. (Lymphatic 
System). You will see a gradual fading of your tattoo over a series of treatments. 
 
How long is the treatment and does it hurt?  
Treatments are up to 30 minutes, although time will be taken to cool the area and ensure all is well before you leave. 
Most patients describe the sensation like the flick of an elastic ban, but this also depends on your pain fresh hold. 
Although it can be uncomfortable, most people tolerate the session well. You will see an instant whitening of the skin 
(frosting) this generally fades quickly.  Your skin will most likely be red, tender and feel like it has mild sunburn, with 
some swelling, for up to 48-72 hours. There may also be some bruising, at times and with certain inks, there may be 
mild blistering that usually heals in about a week. After each treatment you will be given detailed instructions on how 
to care  
 
Can all colours be removed?  
No. The difficult colours are Blue/Green/Turquoise, white and yellow. Black ink on fair skin is removed more effectively.  
Darker skins will be treated with caution. If you wish to cover- up an existing tattoo then the darker colours will be 
faded or removed, allowing you greater choice of size and colour of the cover-up design you choose.  
 
How much will laser tattoo removal cost?  
Laser tattoo costs from £45 Per Session. Initial consultations/test patch are free but require a £25 deposit to secure 
your booking. When you come for your consultation, we will measure your tattoo, carry out a skin assessment, and let 
you know how much each treatment will cost.  
 
How many treatments will it take to remove my tattoo?  
Unfortunately, due to the nature of this procedure, it is impossible to predict exactly how many treatments it will take 
for complete results. It could take as little as 3-8 treatments for an amateur tattoo or as many as 10 -20 treatments for 
a professionally applied tattoo. How quickly your ink fades will depend on several factors, such as the colours of your 
tattoo, the type of ink used and how your body responds to the treatment.  
 
How far apart are the treatments?  
Your body needs time to break down the tattoo ink pigments after each laser treatment. This is a slow process; 
therefore, you will typically schedule each treatment a minimum of 6-10 weeks apart. The aim is to be patient, it is a 
journey we will see through together. 
 
Possible Side Effects of Laser Tattoo Removal. Every medical procedure comes with potential risks and complications. 
Laser tattoo removal is no exception to this statement. 
 
Blistering 
These blisters are only an expansion of the very outermost layer of skin. This is normal and part of the healing process. 
While the blisters can look intimidating and be tender to touch, do not puncture them. It takes 3 to 14 days for the 
blisters to heal completely. 

Scabbing 
Yet another sign that the tattoo removal is working, scabs often collect fragmented ink particles and usually appear 8 to 
72 hours after the area has been treated. When the scab falls off, the top layer of ink will come with it. Picking at or 
peeling off scabs can increase the risk of scarring, so, however, tempting it might be, try to avoid this. A lot will depend 
on the size and location of your tattoo, but most scabs will disappear within two weeks. 
 



Infection 
The risk of infection is very low, but possible.  It is important to keep the area clean and maintain your using high levels 
of hygiene. 
 
Hypo and Hyperpigmentation 
There’s a higher risk of hypopigmentation with tattoo removal on darker skin tones. People with darker skin can 
remove a tattoo with a laser, however, there is a higher risk of hypopigmentation because the laser may remove 
pigment from your skin along with pigment from your tattoo. Hypopigmentation occurs as small white macules 
matching the laser spot size and shape, within weeks of treatment. These may last for few months and may rarely 
become permanent. The risk of hypopigmentation appears to be directly proportional to the number of treatment 
sessions and fluency. However, these side effects can be avoided by using the right fluence tailored to an individual 
patient. A test patch in the covered area may be helpful to decide the appropriate fluence. 

Patients that should not be treated 

• During pregnancy or patient trying to become pregnant. There is an unknown but possible risk of transfer of ink 
to the fetus. In additional slight risk of miscarriage due to the stress of the procedure. Furthermore, during 
pregnancy, the skin becomes more sensitive to light and therefore more susceptible to react to laser light. 

• Breastfeeding, again because of unknown but possible risk of transfer of ink to the baby. 
• Sunburned skin in area of tattoo 

• Patients with bleeding disorders. These disorders can lead to heavy and prolonged bleeding during the process 
of tattoo removal. 

• Chronic Disease like. Diabetes, asthma or heart diseases. (These patients may need longer between treatments 
to heal fully.) 

• History of keloid scarring because of an increased chance of further keloid scars. 
• History of hyper or hypopigmentation. 
• Patients using antibiotic may cause an increased sensitivity to light 
• Anaemia also called a lack of blood. 
• Peripheral Vascular Disease (A circulatory condition in which narrowed blood vessels reduce blood flow to the 

limbs.) 

Aftercare Instructions will be given when you receive your consultation 
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